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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF”S DEPARTMENT 
HIT SHOOTING 
EVALUATION 
UNIT: Transit Services Bureau 
_ DATE: March 24, 2005, (Thursday) 
TIME: 1625 hours 
LOCATION: 1798 N. Long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach, CA 90805 (PCH PAX) 
URN#: 005-021 14-6007-055 
IAB#: SH 2142447 


NATURE OF 
INCIDENT: On March 24, 2005, at about 1625 hours, Transit Services deputy Scott Harper was 
involved in a hit shooting incident at the Pacific Coast Highway P.A.X. station of the Metro Blue 
Line light rail. 


Deputy Scott Harper and his partner, Deputy Erik Albano, were on the train when it stopped at 
the P.C.H. PAX Station, 1798 N. Long Beach Boulevard, in the city of Long Beach. A passenger 
pointed to three males and told Deputy Harper they had just robbed him. As the suspects exited 
the train, two of the three suspects immediately ran away. When Harper and Albano contacted 
the remaining suspect, Tony Hunt, MB/29, Albano and Hunt became involved in a fight. As they 
struggled, Suspect Hunt reached for Albano’s weapon. When Deputy Harper saw Hunt trying to 
take Albano’s weapon, he fired one round from his duty weapon at Hunt. The round struck Hunt 
in the neck and ear. The round continued on, striking Deputy Albano in the upper right arm. 
Both the suspect and Deputy Albano were treated for their injuries and Suspect Hunt’s loaded 
semiautomatic pistol was recovered from the scene. 


Internal Affairs Bureau was notified at 1700 hours and Sergeants Larry Landreth and David 
Stunson, along with Lieutenant Stacy Lee, of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to the 
command post on Long Beach Boulevard. When we arrived, Homicide Bureau personnel were at 
the scene investigating the incident. One deputy had been injured and transported to Long Beach 
Memorial Medical Center with a superficial gunshot wound. 


Homicide Investigators Katz and Muse eventually identified the other two suspects and they 
were arrested for the robbery. 

COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Larry Landreth, Internal Affairs Bureau 

DATE: January 15, 2006 
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On September 9, 2005, Deputy District Attorney William H. Johnson issued a Letter of Opinion 
regarding the deputy involved shooting incident. In his review of the shooting, D.D.A. 
Williams found that Deputy Scott Harper’s use of deadly force was both reasonable and 
necessary. 


The following summary is based on verbal and written statements from the involved deputy, 
witness statements and statements from the suspects. 
INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


HARPER, SCOTT, Deputy Sheriff +M 
Transit Services Bureau - Metro Blue Line, Field Operation Region II 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 

Date of Employment: 06-19-1991 

Date assigned to Patrol/Custody: 

Completed Patrol/Custody Training: 

Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: 

SUSPECT(S): 

HUNT, TONY DWAYNE JR. , MB/29 yrs. DOB: 09-16-1985, 6-00", 170 Ibs., brown/brown 


No telephone # 
Booking # 7950998 C.LI. # Main _ FB! | 


Suspect Hunt’s criminal history consists of the arrest related to this incident a AU 
Suspect Hunt is an admitted Grape Street Watts gang member. 


CIVILIAN WITNESSES: 


IAB Note: During the canvass of the area and train cars after the shooting thirty- 
eight riders were contacted and questioned as to what they may have witnessed. 
The nine individuals below either saw or heard something substantial and their 
interview summaries are included in the document. 
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L. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 
1. Albano, Erik, Deputy Sheriff, + 
INJURIES: 
Suspect 


Suspect Hunt sustained a grazing gunshot wound to his neck and right ear. 


Deputy Personnel 
Deputy Erik Albano sustained a gunshot wound to right arm. Deputy Harper sustained some 


small lacerations to his right arm during the fight with the suspect. 


WEATHER AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 
Daylight, clear, with little or no clouds. 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT(S): 
SUSPECT Hunt was armed with a Sundance Industries 25 Caliber semiautomatic pistol, serial 
number The weapon was loaded with five (5) .25 caliber rounds in a magazine. 

IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit A, page 143, for additional information. 
WEAPON(S) USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


DEPUTY SCOTT HARPER 
Service Weapon- Berretta, 92F (Serial Number BE). Double Action Semiautomatic 
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Pistol, 9mm Luger 

Type Of Ammunition- Winchester Brand Ranger “T” 9 mm Luger cartridges. 
Ammunition- One round fired and fifteen left in the magazine. 

Shell Casings- A total of one expended round was located at the scene where Deputy Harper 
reported firing. 


Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 
IAB Note: A check of TRS & WQS by both this investigator and Sgt. 
Dave Nell, Weapons Training, revealed Deputy Harper last qualified 
0 No record of him shooting between 

either for qualification or remedial, was found in the records. 

Refer to e-mail messages from Sgt. Dave Nell in the Miscellaneous 
Section of this review. 


Lab Receipt No. J639846 Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department- Scientific Services 
Bureau, Firearms Identification Section (Refer to Exhibit A, page 140) 


INVOLVED DEPUTY(S) STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Scott Harper was interviewed by Homicide Investigators Steve Katz and Linda Muse 
on 03-24-05, at 2115 hours. He was interviewed again by I.A.B. Investigators, Sergeants Larry 
Landreth and David Stunson, on February 16, 2006. Both interviews were tape recorded and the 
following is a summary of both interviews. 


Deputy Harper said he was assigned to Unit #603F2 with his partner, Deputy Erik Albano. 
Harper said they were a two-man car in a roving unit working the Metro Blue Line. 


Deputy Harper stated that he and his partner parked their radio car at the Willow Street Station 
and rode the Metro Blue Line train southbound from Willow Street to the Pacific Coast Highway 
passenger station. He indicated that their primary focus was to enforce fare evaders on the train. 


Deputy Harper stated that he and Deputy Albano had two individuals detained in handcuffs as 
they exited the southbound Blue Line passenger train at the Pacific Coast Highway Station. He 
stated they were waiting for the northbound train in order to return to the Willow Street Station 
where their radio car was parked. He stated their intention was to use the computer in their radio 
car to verify the identification of the two detainees in order to issue them citations for the fare 
violation. 


Deputy Harper stated that while at the Pacific Coast Highway passenger station, the northbound 
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Blue Line train entered the station. He stated that as the doors opened in the second car, he 
entered Car #128. Deputy Harper stated that as he entered the car and began walking 
southbound, he was approached by a male who indicated that he had just been robbed and that 
the suspects were in the back of the train. He further added that the victim told him the suspect 
either took his money or tried to take his money. 


Deputy Harper stated that the victim pointed to the platform where three male Blacks were 
walking in a southbound direction past the #2 car of the train. Deputy Harper stated that he 
grabbed hold of one of the suspects(Tony Hunt) in an effort to detain him and notified his 
partner, Deputy Albano, to detain the other individuals who were walking northbound off of the 
platform. 


Deputy Harper stated that as he detained the individual, later identified as Suspect Tony Hunt, 
Suspect Hunt threw a metal object back onto the train through the open train door. Deputy 
Harper stated that he saw the object thrown and identified it immediately as a handgun. At that 
point he notified Deputy Albano of a gun on the train. Deputy Harper stated that as he notified 
Deputy Albano, Suspect Hunt was able to free himself from his grasp and began moving in a 
northbound direction in the direction of Deputy Albano. Deputy Harper further added that when 
the firearm was thrown by Suspect Hunt onto the train, the doors to the train began to close. 


Deputy Harper indicated that Suspect Hunt was moving in the direction of Deputy Albano and 
he became concerned about a firearm now being on the train. He indicated that he advised, by 
way of his handheld radio, that a firearm was on the northbound Blue Line passenger train. He 
was not certain that he could get back onto the train since the doors had closed. It was at this 
point that Deputy Albano grabbed hold of Suspect Hunt and the two became involved in a fight. 
Deputy Harper further advised, by way of his handheld radio, that deputies at the Pacific Coast 
Highway passenger station were now involved in a fight with a suspect. 


Deputy Harper stated that he ran to the aid of Deputy Albano. He stated that Deputy Albano and 
the suspect were now fighting on the floor of the platform. He stated that he approached the 
suspect from behind, drew his duty weapon and placed it at the back of the suspect’s head 
ordering him to stop fighting. He stated that Suspect Hunt pushed his gun away and continued to 
struggle with Deputy Albano. 


Deputy Harper indicated that Deputy Albano and the suspect continued to fight, and he again 
advised via radio that there was a gun on the Blue Line train. Deputy Harper stated that at this 
point, Deputy Albano told him that the suspect was “going for my gun.” He stated that Deputy 
Albano told him to shoot the suspect. Deputy Harper stated that Deputy Albano’s voice was 
trembling when he made this statement to him. Deputy Harper said he had worked exclusively 
with Deputy Albano for almost two years and knew by the tone in Albano’s voice that he was 
very frightened when Albano said to shoot the suspect. 
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At that point, he placed his gun to the back of the suspect’s head and fired one contact shot. He 
stated that after the round was fired, the suspect fell flat, soiled his pants and his body began to 
violently tremble. At that point he believed the suspect was gravely wounded and no longer 
presented a threat to anyone. 


Deputy Harper stated he noticed the train stopped and the door began to open once again. 
Deputy Harper said because he believed the suspect was dying and no longer a threat to his 
partner, he felt the greater threat was to have a possible loaded handgun inside of a Metro Blue 
Line train. Deputy Harper turned away from his partner and the suspect and entered the doorway 
through which Suspect Hunt had thrown the firearm. He recovered the handgun from the floor of 
the Blue Line train, placed it in the right rear pants pocket of his uniform pants, and returned to 
Deputy Albano and Suspect Hunt. 


Deputy Harper indicated he was surprised to see that Suspect Hunt was still struggling while 
Deputy Albano was attempting to handcuff him. He stated that the two continued to struggle and 
fight with Suspect Hunt until he was finally handcuffed. Deputy Harper stated that he un- 
handcuffed the two detainees who were being transported back to the Willow Street Station for 
the fare evasion violation and told them to wait on the Blue Line train. 


IAB Note: Deputy Harper removed the handcuffs from both people 
he had detained and told them to remain on the platform until 
interviewed by Sheriff’s personnel. Neither individual remained on 
the platform until Homicide arrived. 


Deputy Harper said that he did not consider any other force options prior to shooting the suspect. 
He said he had already placed his duty weapon against the suspect’s temple and ordered him to 
stop fighting, of which the suspect failed to comply. When he heard Deputy Albano’s voice 
ordering him to shoot the suspect, Harper said he was in fear that Suspect Hunt had or was 
removing Albano’s weapon from the holster. Deputy Harper said he was aware that his nearest 
assisting units were several minutes away and he believed he and his partner were alone in the 
city of Long Beach fighting for their lives. Harper added that Long Beach Police Department 
officers arrived after about five minutes after the suspect was taken into custody and Sheriff s 
units arrived after about ten minutes. 


Long Beach P.D. Officer II as soon as arrived at the 


IAB Note: Deputy Harper said he turned the ne weapon over to 
location. 


Deputy Harper stated he was not aware that Deputy Albano had been hit by the gunfire until 
paramedics from the Long Beach Fire Department arrived to treat the suspect. 
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SUSPECT STATEMENTS: 

Suspect Tony Hunt was interviewed by Homicide Investigators Steve Katz and Linda Muse on 
03-24-05, at 2225 hours. The interview took place at St. Mary’s Hospital and was tape recorded. 
The following is a summary of the interview. 


Suspect Hunt told Detectives that he was riding on the Blue Line train by himself. He stated that 
he was not with any friends or relatives. He stated he was standing in the back of the second car 
on the train. He stated that when the train stopped at the Pacific Coast Highway passenger 
station, he was asked by an officer as to whether or not he had a ticket. Suspect Hunt stated that 
he fumbled for a transfer ticket. 


Suspect Hunt stated that at some point a gun was found on the train. He stated that he was 
wrestled to the ground and held down. He stated that while this was occurring he was trying to 
put his hands up. Suspect Hunt stated at that point, one of the officers told another officer to 
shoot him. He stated that he saw blood coming from his head and that he was handcuffed. He 
stated that one of the officers placed his knee into his back. He further added that he saw one of 
the deputies pick up a gun from the train area. 


Suspect Hunt admitted to Detectives that he was in possession of the gun found by deputies and 
threw it onto the train. He also indicated that he fought with the deputies after throwing the gun 
onto the train. 


Suspect Hunt also told Detectives that at the rear portion of the second car of the train, he saw a 
robbery occur. He described two male Blacks, one wearing a black hooded sweatshirt and the 
other wearing a blue hooded sweatshirt, rob another male Black at the rear of the train. Suspect 
Hunt further described the suspect wearing the blue hooded sweatshirt as the individual who 
stole money out of the victim’s pants pockets. He further added that one of the suspects 
commented about being from the “Grape Street Watts” street gang. 


Detectives asked Suspect Hunt why he was carrying the gun that he tossed onto the train. He 
stated he was carrying it for protection because he had been approached by different people at 
different times and thought he needed protection. 


IAB Note: Homicide Investigators Katz and Muse were able to 
identify the other two suspects during the course of their 
investigation. The suspecs, | MB/16, and Jeffrey 
Marquell Hawkins, MB/20, were identified by the victim of the 
robbery. On April 8, 2005, after the arrest of Suspect Jeffrey 
Hawkins, both Suspects Hawkins and Hunt were placed together in 


the Los Angeles County Jail. Homicide Investigator Katz monitored 
the conversations between Hunt and Hawkins. During the monitoring, 
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Sergeant Katz heard Suspect Hunt and Hawkins admit to the robbery 
of Victim They both implicated Suspect Eas 
involved in the robbery. 


DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Erik Albano was interviewed by Homicide Investigators Steve Katz and Linda Muse. 
IAB Investigator Sergeant Larry Landreth was also present. The interview took place on 03-24- 
05, at 2000 hours, at Long Beach Memorial Medical Center. The interview was recorded and the 
following is a summary of the interview. 


Deputy Albano is assigned to Unit #603F2 of the Transit Services Bureau and was working his 
normal duty shift at the time the incident occurred. Deputy Albano said he was working with his 
partner, Deputy Scott Harper. 


Deputy Albano said that he and Deputy Harper parked their black and white radio car at the 
Willow Street passenger station and rode the Metro Blue Line train southbound to the Pacific 
Coast Highway passenger station. He indicated it was their intention to check fares in the 
northbound train and then return back to their radio car. Albano said he and Deputy Harper were 
in the process of boarding a northbound train as they were standing on the passengers’ platform 
of the Pacific Coast Highway Metro Blue Line passenger station. They were going to enter the 
train in order to check the riders on the train to ensure they had paid their fares. Deputy Albano 
stated that as they began to enter the second car of the northbound train, Car #128, a male Black, 
later identified as Victim uu made himself known to Deputy Harper indicating that he 
had just been robbed at the back of the train. He further indicated that Deputy Harper told him 
that Victim bad pointed out the suspects responsible for the robbery, pointing to three 
male Blacks as they walked northbound from the train along the passengers’ platform. 


Deputy Albano said that while he was on the platform detaining a male Black to determine if this 
male Black had paid his fare, his partner, Deputy Harper, was inside Train Car #128 gathering 
information regarding the robbery victim. It was at this point that Deputy Harper told him, 
“That’s one of them,” and pointed to the male Black he had already detained regarding the fare 
investigation. Deputy Albano stated that the suspect then tried to run past him, at which time he 
grabbed hold of the suspect’s left arm, with his right hand, and had the suspect’s back against 
him. He placed his left hand above the suspect’s chest holding onto his left shoulder. He said he 
was in this position when he heard his partner yell out that a gun was involved. 


Deputy Albano stated he was not sure where the gun was at this point, and the suspect continued 
to try to struggle to get away from him. At this point both the suspect and Deputy Albano fell 
toward the ground, with Deputy Albano striking his forehead area against the metal bench on the 
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platform. Deputy Albano stated that he began to feel the suspect grabbing and tugging at his gun 
in its holster. At this point Albano felt that his safety and his partner’s safety were in danger. 
Deputy Albano stated that he told his partner, “He’s going for my gun. He’s going for my gun,” 
and , “Shoot him. Shoot him.” Deputy Albano stated that his partner, Scott Harper, shot the 
suspect one time in the head. The suspect continued to struggle after being shot, and he was 
eventually handcuffed by both Deputies Albano and Harper. Deputy Albano stated that he put 
out a “998" and Long Beach Police Department officers were the first to arrive at the scene. 


Deputy Albano stated he did not know he had been shot until a Long Beach Police Department 
officer approached him and said, “You’re bleeding.” Deputy Albano stated that he believed the 
blood came from Suspect Hunt until he raised his right shirt sleeve and saw a bleeding hole in 
his right arm. 


Deputy Albano said that the suspect continued to kick at them with his feet, and he and his 
partner placed a hobble restraint on Suspect Hunt’s feet. 


Deputy Albano told Investigators Katz and Muse he believed the entire incident took “About 10 
seconds” from start to finish. 


Deputy Albano told Detectives that when he felt the suspect tugging on his weapon, he could not 
see the holster as the suspect’s torso and body were covering that portion of his body. In 
addition, Deputy Albano stated that his hands and arms were around the suspect’s upper torso 
and he was attempting to control the suspect’s left hand with his left hand. He indicated he was 
unable to maintain control of his duty weapon, and when he felt the suspect tugging on it, he 
immediately became concerned for his own safety. 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit E, photographs, for a photograph of 
Deputy Albano’s web holster and gun belt. 


Albano said he did not want to be shot with his own weapon and did not want to die, nor did he 
want his partner to be assaulted with his firearm. 


Deputy Albano said that he and his wife have a young child, and he was concerned that he might 
not see his son as a result of this confrontation. 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 
[m the victim of the robbery on the train, was interviewed on 03-24- 
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2005 by Homicide Investigators Seymour and IAB investigator Sergeant David Stunson. The 
interview was recorded for review. 


victim saia He was the victim of the robbery and witnessed some of the events of the 
eventual deputy involved shooting. 


Victim aid he had picked up his payroll check ion A and walked to 


the First Bank and Trust on Ocean, then over to the Wal-Mart located at 4" and Pine, where he 
purchased some DVD's. He then he boarded the Blue Line Metro train at 3“ and Pacific, la 
the train stopped at the Anaheim PAX platform, and the three suspects entered the train at this time. 
He said these three suspects walked straight toward him. The suspects asked EEE here he 
was from. He told them he was not from anywhere. 


Mr said the suspect(later identified as | who did most of the talking wasa light 


skinned black, about 5'-10" to 5'-11", 160 to 170 pounds. aid he did not notice anything 
else about the suspect. He said this suspect said, "Don't make me shoot you." said he was 
afraid he would be shot, so he did not resist. 


aid the suspect(later identified as Suspect Hunt), who eventually got shot by the deputy was 
a dark skinned male black, about 5'-11",160 to 170 pounds, who was wearing all black clothing. 

said he noticed the clothing of this suspect, because he saw him lying on the ground 
after the shooting. 


said the third suspect(later identified as Suspect Hawkins) was a dark skinned male black, 
600 to 601, "chubby", or, "solid like he was getting ready to get in shape." 


Victim aa Suspect began checking his pockets and removed the = from his 


pockets. He said he was also asked, "Where's your phone? Where's your phone?" said at this 
point he pushed Suspects Hawkins and lhands away. He said Suspect Hawkins also checked his 
pockets. Suspect ii-i. "Give me the pistol," and Suspect Hawkins said, "Give me the pistol," at 
which point Suspect Hunt began fumbling in his pants pockets. This made Victim believe 
Suspect Hunt was reaching for the gun the other two suspects were asking for. 


HE sic Suspect J took his hat, earrings, and $457 in currency from his front pants 


pockets. 


Victim said when the suspects told him they were from Grape Street Watts, he told them 
he had family members in that gang hoping the suspects would not do anything to him, but they 
robbed him anyway. 
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said after the robbery, the train stopped at the Pacific Coast Highway station. The suspects 
got off the train and were stopped by two Sheriff's deputies who were checking passenger tickets. 
PE ci the deputies he had just been robbed and pointed out the suspects. 


|S two of the suspects ran off the platform toward Pacific Coast Highway, but the deputies 
za the third suspect. He said while the deputies were talking to Suspect Hunt, his gun fell out. 


said he heard the gun hit the ground, followed by a deputy yelling, "He's got a gun". 
went further into the train car, when he turned back to look, he saw the deputies "wrestling 
and tum z with the suspect. He said the suspect was trying to break free, and run away from the 


deputies, 
deputies and suspect was partially blocked by a pole on the platform. He said next he heard a gun shot. 


aid the deputies repeatedly told the suspect to "freeze". He said his view of the 


When asked, I saic when the first two suspects ran, Deputy Albano began to chase them. 
He said the deputy only ran a few yards when Deputy Harper yelled that his suspect had a gun. The 
second deputy returned to help his partner. When R neither deputy would have 
lost eye sight of the oh rT not remember if either deputy used his radio. 


Victim identified Suspect Hunt and the two other suspects as Suspect M 
nd Jeffrey Marquell Hawkins, from a photographic “mug files” shown by 
Homicide detectives Katz and Muse. 


On March 24, 2005 at 1945 hours, Sergeant Seymour interviewed Witnes 

. She was a witness to the robbery and eventual Deputy involved shooting. Also present 
during the interview was Sergeant David Stunson from the Sheriff's Internal Affairs Bureau. The 
interview was audio recorded. 


Hic she was seated in the train (car #128) when the robbery occurred. She said three male 
blacks robbed another male black while the train was traveling north towards the Pacific Coast 
Highway passenger station. She said one of the males did most of the talking during the 
robbery. said that the suspect told the victim the group was from "Grape Street." The 
suspect also told the victim that they had a gun, and if he resisted, they would shoot him. said 
the other two suspects stood over the victim and it was clear they meant to rob him said the 
suspects took the victim's hat, earrings, and money from the his pockets. 

Hi cescribed the first vet a as male black, light skin, 19 years old, 
approximately 5'11" and skinny, ort waves in his hair. She said he was wearing some 
type of designer t-shirt and jeans [heard this suspect say, "Give me your hat", and "If you 
fight, we'll shoot you. We got a gun". 
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HB cescribed the second male (later identified as Tony Hunt) As 5'11" or slightly more, big and 
stocky. He was wearing black sweats and a black "Hoodie" jacket. She said he stood over the 
victim, "as if he had a gun.” 


Hic the third suspect (Jeffrey Hawkins) was over 6' tall, big and husky. He was wearing 
jeans, some type of jacket, and a baseball style cap. aid he was talking on the phone 
during the robbery, but said he was definitely involved. said all three suspects got on the 
train on the stop before Pacific Coast Highway. 


HB G after the robbery, when the train stopped at Pacific Coast Highway, the suspects 
began exiting the train. At the same time, two deputies, who were in full uniform, entered the train 
and began checking passenger tickets. aid one of the deputies was white, and the other was 
perhaps Hispanic. Ute that the deputies had a female with them who was in handcuffs. 
ii the victim yelled to the deputies that he had just been robbed and pointed out the 
suspects. She said two of the suspects immediately ran from the platform. One of the deputies 
began to chase the two, but simultaneously, the other deputy grabbed the third suspect’s jacket 
and began struggling with him as the suspect tried to get away. 


As the deputy and the suspect struggled, a small silver gun fell to the floor AA the gun fell out 
of the suspect’s jacket. She said the deputy yelled to his partner that there was a gun, and the partner 
deputy returned and assisted in the struggle with the suspect that was now taking place on the 
platform outside of the train. 


Hsia the deputies and the suspect were fighting for what seemed like a couple of minutes. She 
heard one of the deputies yelling, "Stop or we'll shoot". She said she heard the warning 15 to 20 
times aid the deputies and the suspect were 'balled up" (like they were hugging) on the ground 
fighting. She then suddenly heard a gunshot {aid she thought it was the white deputy who shot 
at the suspect. Immediately after the shooting, the white deputy retrieved the suspect's gun from the 
floor of the train. 


HB GW after the deputy retrieved the gun, she saw the other deputy holding his hand over the 
wound in the suspect's neck. She said it appeared as if the deputy was trying to stop the bleeding 
from the suspect's wound. ai this same deputy appeared to have been shot in his arm also. 
HEE speculated that the deputy got shot because when the shot was fired, all three were balled up 
together fighting. [said the deputies told the victim to remain at the scene because he was the 
victim of a robbery and they needed to speak with him. 


When asked Jiiremembered the white deputy had a black gun, and at some point was holding 
it while ordering the suspect to stop fighting. She described the fight as a, "wild tussle". She said 
the suspect was trying to get away. She did not notice exactly what the suspect was dong with his 
hands. When asked, said the Hispanic deputy ran just a few yards after the two other suspects 
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before he came back to assist the white deputy. When asked iemembered one of the deputies 
using the radio. She believed he used the radio before the shot was fired. She did not know what 
exactly was said. 


Witnes iE as interviewed by Homicide investigator, Sergeant Seymour and 
Sergeant David Stunson from the Sheriff's Internal Affairs Bureau on 03-24-2005 at 2030 hours. The 
interview took place at Long Beach Police Department Headquarters and was recorded. 


Witness! as a witness to some of the events leading to the shooting aid she 
attended th but she did not pursue a career in law 


enforcement. 


said at approximately 1620 hours she was riding on the Blue Line train, in car 128B, in 
the third forward facing seat. She was seated in the middle of the car. The car was stopped at the 
Pacific Coast Highway passenger terminal. She heard a deputy say, "Hey you, stop." She looked 
outside on the platform and saw two males in their twenties. She described one as a male black, 
and the other as a male Hispanic {aia both males stopped and turned to face the deputy. 
‘aid the deputy, who she described as white, was pointing a gun at the two males. 


E: she heard someone from the rear of the train say, "There he goes.” She said she then 
noticed two deputies on the platform and watched as they went to the rear of the train. She said 
everyone on the train was standing up, and the deputies began wrestling with a male black just 
outside the train near the rear doors. She said the altercation was taking place between a scrolling 
marquis and a blue bench on the platform. She remembered seeing a bakery located just west of 
the platform. 


aid an Asian lady said, "He has a gun. It's on the floor. Someone kick it out of the train." 
did not turn to look at the gun, but said other people in the train were suggesting that 
someone kick the gun out so they could go. 


| a while the discussion was occurring about the gun, both deputies were struggling with 

the suspect. She said the suspect was "really resisting arrest". She described the deputies as 
white(Harper), and possibly, Hispanic(Albano). said the Hispanic deputy had his left arm 
on the suspect's left arm and was using his right arm on the suspect's shoulder area to try and force 
him to the ground. She said the deputy and suspect spun around and fell to the ground. 


She said the female's hands were behind her back, aid the white deputy briefly turned his 
attention toward the female to keep her away. 


HE -i a female black was standing next to the a and deputies, yelling, "Let him go". 


HS «2c the struggle continued. She described the altercation as looking like a wrestling 
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match. Both the suspect and Hispanic deputy were on their hands and knees. She said the suspect 
was trying to turn into the deputy who was behind him, and was reaching and grabbing towards the 
deputy’s side. She said the Hispanic deputy kept having to turn his side away from the suspect while 
trying to control him. When asked, she said it appeared the suspect may have been trying to grab 
the deputies gun, because it was obvious the deputy was concerned and was trying to keep his gun 
side away from the suspect. 


said the white deputy ran to a position to the rear and right of his partner and the suspect. 
She said all three were on the ground struggling. She said someone on the train said, "Hit the floor". 
She said everyone ducked and she immediately heard a gunshot. 


aid a few seconds later she looked to see what was happening. She saw the Hispanic 
deputy and the suspect. The suspect was in the "prone" position. The Hispanic deputy had the 
suspect in a control hold with his knee in the suspect's back attempting to hold him down. The 
suspect was still attempting to get up and away from the deputy. She said a couple of minutes 
later, Long Beach Police Officers, Sheriffs deputies and rescue personnel arrived. She said about 
five minutes after the rescue personnel arrived, she began writing notes on several pieces of 
green paper to keep her memory of the incident fresh. 


On March 24,2005, at 2105 hours, Sergeant Seymour interviewed Witness 

. She was a witness to the robbery and eventual Deputy involved shooting. Also present during the 
interview was Sergeant David Stunson from the Sheriff's Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was 
audio recorded. 


HR said she i on the train at the Pacific Station. She said V icti m BE on there 


also. She said was seated in the middle of the train, near the window. She was seated two 
seats away. She said when the train stopped at the Anaheim station, four suspects entered the car and 
asked the here he was from. He replied he was not from anywhere. The suspects said 
they were from "Grape Street Watts." She said the suspects ‘ook aT earrings, and 
money from his pockets. 


lescribed one of the suspects who was near her and talking on a cell phone. She said he was 
wearing a grey sweatshirt and white t-shirt and black sweat pants. She said that male was near a 
pregnant female. The other three male suspects were standing ove: One of the three was 
a light skinned black (EB. That suspect tool at, earrings, and money. When 
asked, said all three suspects near| ere talking to him. 


said when the train stopped at the Pacific Coast Highway station, two Sheriff's deputies 
arrived, told them he had just been robbed, and pointed out the suspects. She said three 


of the suspects ran away, but the suspect in the black jacket was caught by the deputies. 


HR: the deputies tried to get the suspect on the ground, but a small silver pistol fell to the 


Page 14 of 17 


HIT SHOOTING EVALUATION $H2142447 


floor of the train. The deputies and the suspect were now struggling outside the train. She said the 
deputies, who she described as white and Chinese (Albano), were trying to get the suspect on the 
ground. She said the suspect fought them. She said the deputies were ordering the suspect to get 
down on the ground. She said both of the deputies had their guns out and were telling the 
suspect, "don't make me shoot you.” She said one of the deputies shot the suspect and himself. 
After the shooting UA the deputies told her and Victim at they had to wait at 
the scene to give statements. 


When asked, MB saic when the deputies arrived, the suspects were, "split up". Three were 
together, and the one in the black jacket was by hime IMI pec pointed to the male 


in the black jacket as one of the suspects who had just robbed him. When asked SE- 2d she did 
not see the deputies split up. It appeared to her that their attention was always on the suspect in the 
black jacket. When asked, She said she did not hear either deputy use his radio prior to the fight, but 
did hear them on the radio after the shooting. 


On March 24, 2005, at 2025 hours, Witness ë OS interviewed by Homicide 
Investigator Richard Tomlin. The interview took place at Long Beach Police Department 
Headquarters and was audio recorded. Mr. BB sai he was sitting on the Blue Line train at 
the time of the incident He said he was sitting next to the window, one seat in front of the entry/exit 
door, facing north. He saw two uniformed deputies walking towards the doors as it came to a stop 
at the P.C.H. platform. said one of the deputies was Asian( Albano), the other White 
(Harper). 


cn heard someone yell "Come back. Stop. Booked outside the window and briefly 
saw an African-American male running north on the platform. HE coud not provide a 
description of this individual other than he was young and was possibly wearing a tank top shirt. 


HE saw another African American male on the platform with his hands in his pockets. He 
described this person as being in his mid 20's, 5'9" to 5'10" tall with a medium build. He was 
wearing a black "Starters" jacket. The White deputy told the man to stay where he was and to take 
his hands out of his pocket. The deputy then escorted the man to a bench on the platform and had 
him sit down. 


The train started slowly moving north when someone yelled, "Stop the train." nen heard an 
Asian woman on the train say that there was a gun on the floor next to the door. The woman was yelling 
that someone should kick it out when the doors opened so ,"we wouldn't be involved." Ria not see 
the gun but does not believe anyone listened to her. 


ttention was then drawn back outside as people on the train started yelling They're fighting." 

looked south on the platform and saw the two deputies wrestling with a different African American 

male. He described the male (S/Hunt) as being a thin built, 20 year old, 6' 0" tall, wearing baggie jeans and 
a dark blue jacket ic he was surprised at how much the suspect was fighting the deputies who 
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were trying to handcuff him. 


The three eventually ended up on the ground with the deputies still trying to handcuff the suspect. 
wina he turned away, disinterested, as he thought it was just another person who had 
not paid his fare. He then heard a gunshot and everyone on the train ducked down. 


He ventually got up and looked outside at the platform. He saw the suspect lying on his 
stomach with a pool of blood underneath him. The Asian deputy was over the suspect with his 
knee in the suspect's back. Aav that the Asian deputy had blood on his hands and arms. 

said he was not sure if the suspect was handcuffed at this point but said he was still 
resisting arrest J said he believes if given the opportunity, the suspect would have run. A 
Long Beach police officer arrived and helped tie up the suspect's legs. Paramedics eventually 
arrived and the suspect was transported away. 


aid he does not remember seeing the suspect on the train prior to the incident. He added 
that he did not see the actual shooting, nor did he see anyone (deputy or suspect) with a gun in their 
hand. 


Witness EE «2s interviewed at the scene by Deputy Christian Mezzano, 
LKD/136G, and said he saw the suspect on the ground struggling with the deputies. He said he 
did not hear and gunshots ,but saw that the suspect was trying to get away and fighting with the 
deputies. 


Witness iE vs interviewed at the scene by Deputy Christian Mezzano, 
LKD/136G, and said he was standing on the platform when he saw the male Black suspect 
wrestling with the deputies. Mr. heard the deputies tell the suspect, at least twenty times to 
“stop resisting” , but the suspect kept on fighting. He heard a gunshot and saw the deputies 
handcuff the suspect. 


Witness as interviewed on 03-24-2005 by Deputy Rod Barton, 

a LKD Special Assignment Deputy, about what she witnessed. said she was 
preparing to exit the train at the Long Beach PAX when she heard some one say, “there he is”. 
She saw deputies on the platform try to detain a male Black adult wearing a baseball cap. She 
heard the person say they had the wrong guy and saw deputies try to detain another male Black 
on the platform. She heard someone say from the rear of the train say, “there was a gun”. She 
saw deputies struggling with the male Black adult and heard one gunshot. She was afraid and 
dropped to the floor seeking cover and did not see anything further. 


Witness 2s interviewed on 03-24-2005 by Deputy Ron Williams, 


LKD/136G7, about what she witnessed. Ms said she was seated inside of the train, in car 
128, when it came to a stop at the platform. She saw that two deputies had a male and female 
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Black in handcuffs and seated on a bench, on the platform. When the deputies entered the train 
with their prisoners, a passenger(Victim MA told the deputies that a male Black just 
exiting the train had robbed him. There were four male blacks on the platform and when the 
deputies exited the train the four started to run. Ms. Baw a silver semi-automatic handgun 
slide onto the train floor from the platform area and some one kicked it back out onto the 
platform. 


Haw two deputies struggling with one of the male Blacks who ran and heard the deputies 
demand that the male stop resisting. They told the male to stay down on the ground but the male 
continued to fight. She saw that one deputy had his arm around the male’s neck trying to control 
him while the other deputy was pushing down on the male to prevent him from getting up. Ms. 
Heard one gunshot, but did not see who fired the shot. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 


Investigator: Sergeant Steve Katz and Detective Linda Muse, Homicide Bureau 

Court: Long Beach Superior Courthouse 

Charges Filed Hunt: 211 PC, 69 PC, 148.10 (a) PC, & 12025 (a)(1) PC 
Hawkins: 211 P.C. & 496.1 PC 

Court Date 01/10/2006, continued 

Plea/Conviction: 

Sentence: 

PROPERTY DAMAGE: 


No property was damaged. 
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